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Just When You Thought Elections Were Over........

We are going to have a small and very local one.  You know the old adage “All  politics are local?”  This one is NOT 
political it's all about a little service and a lot of local community.  Our Association Chairperson, Ken Visser, is stepping
down in January after fulfilling the role for more years than we will ever ask anyone to do.  Fortunately he's willing to 
remain on the Board so that will leave his successor with continuity and an invaluable mentorship and advice.  Contact 
any Board member to discuss your interest in this.
And that's not our only need to keep this organization on track.  The Vice-Chair position has been vacant. Our current 
Secretary Brenda will be moving from the neighborhood soon and must resign.  We also need board members who are 
not one of the officers but are voting members of the Board and take on projects and events.  You may be nominated by
another, or you may nominate yourself.
The ANA board collectively acts as a liaison to the City of Vancouver. As needed, they organize neighborhood 
comments on City, State or Federal proposals that affect the neighborhood.   They organize and direct activities such as 
park cleanups, history walks, the street mural painting, Christmas party, park concerts, and neighborhood clean-ups.  
They may participate in wider city-oriented groups such as the Vancouver Neighborhood Alliance or functions 
organized by the Uptown or Downtown Business Associations.
The ANA Bylaws sketch out the duties of the officers as follows:

The officers manage the meetings, planning sessions and activities of the neighborhood association. 
Chairperson acts as the primary executive officer and presides over deliberations and activities of the 
neighborhood association. serves as the official spokesperson for the association.
Vice-Chair assists the Chairperson in all of the duties and performs the functions of the Chairperson in his/her 
absence.
Secretary acts in conjunction with the officers, keeps the minutes of all of the association's public and executive
meetings and also serves as spokesperson for the association when appointed to do so.

The Bylaws also provide that:

  All Officers must continuously reside within the boundaries of Arnada Neighborhood.

 All Officers are expected to attend scheduled Board Meetings and General Meetings
We plan to hold ANA officer elections at our February 2026 neighborhood association meeting.  We need candidates 
for the ballot as soon as possible so that we can publish it in the newsletter prior to voting.  Please  consider stepping up
to serve, guide and represent your neighborhood.  If you are interested or would like further information, please contact
any current officer listed under “Elected ANA Board” in this newsletter.
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 December Meeting is the Holiday Party!



Minutes Arnada NA-November  13th 2025

Ken Visser, Kathie Loveall, Tim Gruscinski, Rena Benette, Ali Boris, Holly
Chamberlain, Brenda Hoge, Sharon Morse, Brett Waddell-City of Vancouver,
Stephanie Bowan - Waste Connections, Samantha Smith  Clark County
Museum Outreach Volunteer, Lee Gelsinger Neighborhood Police Officer

Oct. minutes approved. Treasure report approved.
Treasurer Report We have $350 in uncashed checks because the neighborhood
clean-up gave it all to us to give to the other neighborhoods. We have $900
more than we had in January.  

City News Lee Gelsinger: 
Asked to look into the trash on E and Fourth Plain.  Asked code people and
lots of complications involved with that situation. Drove by today and the
home owner is deceased. Will work with codes to get the trash services back
up. It’s mandatory. The removal of trash from the sidewalk is easy, but they
will have trash service going forward. The address is confusing because it’s
split down the middle from the north and south. The house is owned by the
bank.  
Statistics updates: District 1 makes me proud. Crime reduced in the last year
by 61%. Most neighborhoods it’s in the teens. More crimes have been reported
citywide. Only 128 crimes in the last
year which is not that much. Top 5 are destruction of property, shoplifting, an
assault and a burglary-
non-residential.

Samantha Smith - Clark County Museum:

It's been in the Carnegie building since 1964. Prior to that the building was the
first Vancouver library. We believe every story matters. Care for over 100,000
items in our collection. We are a 501-3c non-profit. There are only 4 paid
employees with 30 volunteers. We are looking for new people to volunteer all
the time. We have helped save various historical buildings including the
Slocum House. They also help with interpretative services. At the museum we
have three exhibits, with a new exhibit on Fort Vancouver opening up
December 13th. They have a research library with maps that we can use with
our neighborhood membership. You don’t need to make a reservation to do
that with the membership. WSU Vancouver houses the digital collection.
There are member only events monthly.  They will be closed the last two
weeks of December and all of January for the new visitor area. They will re-
open in February
First Thursday-Speaker series.
History on Tap
Neighborhood and Cemetery Tours
First Friday art walks
Haunting Tours in the Fall
Local Markets and author talks
We also get to use our membership for reciprocal museum visits. For example,

City Contacts

Neighborhood Liaison   Brent Waddle
Office (360) 487-8436 Cell (360) 624-5686 
brent.waddle@cityofvancouver.us 

Office of Neighborhoods  Kaitlyn Olszewski 

360-624-1774  
Kaitlyn.olszewski@cityofvancouver.us 

Neighborhood Fire Station

Uptown Station #1 2607 Main St. 
360 487-7212

Code Compliance 360 487-7810

Clark County Animal Control
Weekdays 8:30-4:30  360 397-2488

Traffic Compliance Hotline 360 487-7402

Parking Hot-line  360 487-8653

NPO Lee Gelsinger  Cell (360) 831-2661 
lee.gelsinger@cityofvancouver.us 

Elected ANA Board:

Chairman  Ken Visser

visserk9@gmail.com 

Secretary    Brenda Hoge 
bheducationconsulting  @gmail.com 

 Treasurer     Kathie Loveall
treasurer@arnadaneighborhood.org   

Members at Large

Russ Pascoe becruss@hotmail  .com

Sandi Christensen 
sandichristensen16@gmail.com

Anita Reyes    anitaface@gmail.com

Committee Representatives,
Coordinators

Sponsor Ad-sheet Layout and ad-sheet file 
submission     Amy Carlson 
ads@ARNADAneighborhood.org

Newsletter Distribution Sandi Christensen 
360-772-4026 
sandichristensen16@gmail.com

Arnada Tree Steward  Fred Fulton
fpfulton@yahoo.com    760-815-0077

Newsletter Editor, Content & Layout

Russ Pascoe -  becruss@hotmail  .com

The City of Vancouver supports the Neighborhood Associations in their effort to share vital information with residents to create a 
more informed public. However, the information provided and the opinions and views expressed in the Neighborhood 
Association  newsletter or other documents do not necessarily represent the position of the City of Vancouver, nor does the City 
determine  whether the information published is accurate or appropriate. Printed by the Vancouver Office of Neighborhoods.
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we can use our membership in November to go to the Oregon Coast Aquarium and bring 3 people.
We have 4 membership cards. Let Kathie Loveall know and she will give you the card to sign-out and
check it off when you return it.                            samantha@cchmuseum.org 

Arnada News:

Stephanie and Sharon - Stephanie works for Waste Connections-recycling division.  Rena was impressed with all of the
ways they process things. Most of it is separated and shipped. When things like plastic bags get mixed in with the 
recycling, they have to stop the machines and hand clean it
3-5 times a day. So please take care when filling the recycling bin and make sure that the right things are placed in it. 
Sharon recommends going on a tour of it-it was life-changing and a lot of fun. 
Tape off ends of batteries because they catch on fire and place in baggie on top of your bin.

Tim Gruscinski:  He is creating the ANA website. Next steps are moving it over to our Arnada domain and
deciding who will update it. If you are interested, please let us know.

ANA Christmas Party:  We can have the same Santa as last year or we can go with Santa Jeff for slightly more. We 
decided to try Santa Jeff. Ali will help Sandi with the children activities.

Arnada Board Members:  Ken is resigning from the Chair position on January 31st.

Please set out your Green Bags by 9 am on Saturday, December 13th
The Clark Neighbors Food Project collects non-perishable food and toiletries and donates to local food pantries or 
school resource centers. Items collected in Arnada are donated to FISH of Vancouver Westside Food Pantry. Cash and 
check donations are also accepted and are given directly to FISH.  If you would like more information or to sign up, 
visit ClarkFoodProject.org or contact Sandi Christensen at sandichristensen16@gmail.com.

THANK YOU FOR YOUR GENEROSITY THIS HOLIDAY SEASON!
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Christmas at Kiggins Theatre
See a holiday movie and let the nostalgia pull you into the Christmas spirit. Cozy up, popcorn in hand, as holiday lights
twinkle and heartwarming stories unfold larger than life. Slow down, soak up the season, and make merry memories 
with the people you love. Head down to Kiggins this December for a collection of classic holiday films.



Friday, Dec. 5: The Polar Express (G, 2004)  Saturday, Dec. 6: Star Wars: Holiday Special (1978)
Friday, Dec. 12: The Muppet Christmas Carol (G, 1992)  Friday, Dec. 12: Elf (PG, 2003)
Friday, Dec. 19: White Christmas (1945)  Friday, Dec. 19: It’s a Wonderful Life (1946) 

Walk& Knock Survives in Arnada – not to be Confused with Green Bags

This year is a transition for Walk & Knock.  As a result of fewer volunteers in most of the County, Walk & Knock is 
changing to Drive & Drop.  Most people need to deliver their own food donations to one of the drop sites around town. 

HOWEVER, the west side of Vancouver still has volunteers who will pick up donations left out on Saturday, December
6, by 9AM.  This is for Arnada, Hough, Carter Park and Lincoln neighborhoods.

This is our Clark County food drive to collect non-perishable food donations for the Clark County Food bank. You will 
be receiving a bag in the mail with instructions about the drive. It will tell you where to deliver your donations.  In our 
neighborhood you may still fill your bag and leave it outside your door.  Members of local Scout troops will pick up 
your bag and deliver it to the collection site.  If you have questions call Peter Fels at 360-609-1655

Donations and Volunteers Needed: Hough Elementary Winter Wonderland Bazaar

Every year the Hough PTSA hosts a Winter Wonderland holiday bazaar for students when students are able to purchase 
holiday gifts for their families at prices they can afford ($0.50 - $3.00) and have their purchases gift wrapped. 

This event is very special to our school community; nearly 40% of our students are experiencing houselessness and 
over 50% of our students below the poverty line. For many students, this is the only opportunity they have to purchase 
gifts for their family. 

There is always an abundance of donations for siblings but donations for grownups are rare. If you can help, please 



consider donating a gift that is suitable for an adult. Here are some ideas. Please bring donations to the Hough 
Elementary school lobby by Dec 12th.
DIYers: drill bits, work gloves, tape measure, speed square, etc. 
Gardeners: gloves, hand tools, watering can, etc. 
Makers: yarn, knitting/crochet needles, watercolor paint, etc. 
Grillers: BBQ glove, spatula, grill brush, cedar planks, etc. 
Athletes: pickleball paddle, soccer ball, cones, local team gear, etc. 

Questions? Visit houghptsa.org/winterwonderland or email houghptsa@gmail.com for more information or to 

coordinate a donation pickup.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED If you are interested in volunteering for this event to help students shop or to wrap gifts 
please visit www.houghptsa.org/volunteer.

Take the Bike Bus Survey here:   
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc0JoGAiWVHTcFgj_TAIryvHIYY6ruVfunUEH82mWNupgYE_Q/viewform

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSc0JoGAiWVHTcFgj_TAIryvHIYY6ruVfunUEH82mWNupgYE_Q/viewform
http://www.houghptsa.org/volunteer


Christmas Ships at the Waterfront

View the annual Christmas Ships Parade from the Vancouver Waterfront this December! Take a stroll along the 
Waterfront Renaissance Trail or make reservations at a waterfront restaurant or winery patio.

Dates: December 4, 8, 12, and 17

The boats leave the marina at 7:00 p.m. and can be seen best at these viewing spots: 
- Beaches and nearby restaurants: 7:40 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.    Grant Street Pier: 8:10 – 8:30 p.m.

SCHEDULES ARE ALWAYS SUBJECT TO CHANGE IN ACCORDANCE WITH BOATING SAFETY, WEATHER 
OR OTHER REASONS BEYOND CONTROL http://www.christmasships.org/schedule/columbia-river

Party on the Plaza

The Historic Trust is excited to welcome the entire community to Providence Academy for a party to celebrate the 
completion of the new Sacred Heart Plaza at Ed Lynch Square! Watch a live ice sculpture carving demonstration and 
enjoy a free hot cocoa outdoors while exploring elements of the plaza and the historic Sacred Heart path.

Friday, Dec. 5th , 4 – 8 p.m.  400 E. Evergreen Blvd.

Step inside to visit the stunning Providence Academy Chapel, and learn more from our volunteer docents about this 
incredible landmark designed by Mother Joseph of the Sacred Heart in 1873. While on the first floor, stop in for a free 
visit with Santa Claus, with a fun free craft project for kids and a “Snowman Soup” takeaway, while supplies last. Free 
reservations for scheduled Santa visits are encouraged but are not required (reservations: www.tinyurl.com/6tavddvb).

This celebration honors a great community treasure – Providence Academy – as it continues to evolve through adaptive
reuse to remain a vibrant hub of downtown activity for generations to come!

Holiday Fun at the Library!

Get into the spirit this season at the Vancouver Community Library with fun and free holiday crafts. 

3D Print Winter Holiday Ornaments

Learn how to design custom decorations for your winter festivities! Use free online tools to create ornaments, table set 
pieces, and more. No 3D design experience needed to attend, although certification is required to print your designs 
later.  Vancouver Community Library – Creative Classroom  Sunday, December 7  11:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m.

http://www.christmasships.org/schedule/columbia-river


THE
ARNADA
HOLIDAY
PARTY

DECEMBER 11 ,  6 :00 PM 

TRAPDOOR BREWING

2315 MAIN STREET

BROUGHT TO YOU BY THE ARNADA

NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION

ALL-AGES WELCOME!      FUN ACTIVITIES FOR KIDS!

SANTA CLAUS 6:30 - 7:30 PM

You’re invited...

TURKEY WILL BE PROVIDED,

BRING A SIDE OR DESSERT TO

SHARE. MEET IN THE OUTDOOR

COVERED PATIO.
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ADVERTISING SUPPLEMENT FROM YOUR LOCAL NEIGHBORHOOD BUSINESSES
PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS AND TELL THEM YOU READ ABOUT THEM IN THE ARNADA NEWSLETTER

Where
Everybody

Knows You’re
Awesome.

For the community, by the 

community.

Born from the vision of local 

regulars, Pour Choices is more 

than a pub—it’s a gathering 

place where strangers become 

pals and everybody knows 

you’re awesome. Come for the 

craft beer, wine, ciders, NA 

options or seltzers and stay to 

make your new, old friends.

Expires 12/31/2025

Present this Ad for $2 Off Any Ticket!

1919 Main St, Vancouver, WA 98660 

Monday:   Trivia 6:30pm

Tuesday:   Jam Session 6:30pm

Wednesday:   Bingo! 6:30pm

Friday:   Live Music 7:30pm

Saturday:   Karaoke 8:30pm

Sunday:   Table Top Games

Under NewOwnership!

TRY OUR
OAXACAN

MOLE

 Tues – Sat: 11am – 9pm
 Sun:            11am – 8pm

Now Open Longer Hours

www.provechorestaurant.com
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ADVERTISING SUPPLEMENT FROM YOUR LOCAL NEIGHBORHOOD BUSINESSES
PLEASE PATRONIZE OUR SPONSORS AND TELL THEM YOU READ ABOUT THEM IN THE ARNADA NEWSLETTER

@fresh_air_sash_cord_repair

Fresh Air
Sash Cord Repair, Inc.
Oldwindows that work!

Patty Spencer
503.284.7693 (office)
www.freshairsash.com
info@freshairsash.com
Preserving the past since 1999

Licensed/Bonded/Insured
OR LBPR/CCB #184991 • WA Reg. #FRESHAS796DR

Your generous support has enabled the Arnada Neighborhood Association to 
fund or support projects and programs such as repainting the Arnada mural 
at 22nd and D St., park clean ups, local school programs, tree plantings, 
playground equipment and charitable donations.

PLACE AN AD IN THE ARNADA
NEIGHBORHOOD NEWSLETTER.

Reach over 1,000 future
customers who live and 

work in Arnada!

EMAIL ADS@ARNADANEIGHBORHOOD.ORG

Chance

�e information provided does not represent support or endorsement by the City of Vancouver. All content is the sole responsibility of the 
advertiser. Arnada Neighborhood Association is responsible for all printing costs and distribution of this business sponsorship supplement.


